
Managing groundwater extraction to limits -

Presentation 2c

Extraction patterns in the Lower Murrumbidgee 

Deep groundwater source

December 2020



We seek your input

The department must manage groundwater extraction 

to extraction limits defined in water sharing plans.

There are two methods available to reduce access if 

extraction by all water users exceeds the limit. These 

methods can be used separately or in combination. 

We seek your comment on the method or combination 

of methods that best suits your area.
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Share profile – Lower Murrumbidgee Deep

* Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder licences excluded

Category of licence Number of licences Total

Aquifer access licence* 384 267,820 unit shares

Local Water Utility access licence 3 2,210 ML/yr

Domestic and stock access licence 1 324 ML/yr

Basic landholder rights 3,625 ML/yr**

** Basic landholder right is assumed to be used in full every year



Water sharing rules – Lower Murrumbidgee deep

Maximum carry over – the maximum water allocation remaining in a water account that 

can be carried over from water year to the next water year

Domestic and stock/Local Water Utility/Salinity and 

Watertable Management Access Licences

Aquifer Access Licences

0

2 ML/unit share

Maximum water account debit – the maximum water allocation that can be taken or traded 

to another licence account

Domestic and stock/Local Water Utility/Salinity and 

Watertable Management Access Licences

Aquifer Access Licences

Sum of allocations + allocation traded in

2.0 ML/unit share + allocation traded in

Limits and triggers

Long-term average annual extraction limit

Compliance trigger (extraction limit + 5%)

273,625 ML/yr

287,306 ML/yr



Extraction as 

percentage of 

shares

Number of 

Accounts
Total shares

Average 

extraction (ML)

Average volume 

(ML) traded INTO 

accounts

Average volume 

(ML) traded OUT 

of accounts

0% 36 16,573 0 2,474 17,279

0% to 25% 15 18,759 3,032 1,290 15,811

25% to 50% 17 12,609 4,028 816 7,544

50% to 75% 28 35,489 21,335 4,844 14,894

75% to 100% 50 60,783 54,775 10,485 17,097

100% to 125% 33 80,890 90,575 10,166 15,563

125% 65 45,251 84,071 39,617 9,318

Zero WAL 144 0 34,701 45,071 12,936

Share profile – Lower Murrumbidgee Deep











Extraction Vs. limits – Lower Murrumbidgee deep



Online dashboard

• Dashboard launched December 2020

• Access at 

https://www/dpie.nsw.gov.au/managing-

access-to-groundwater
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The End

For more information go to 

www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/managing-access-to-groundwater


