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Murrumbidgee CAG – August 2025 

Held: Wednesday 20 August 2025 – 1pm to 4:45pm  

At: Griffith Exies Sports Club - 33 Speirs Street, Griffith, New South Wales, 2680 

Meeting focus: provide updates on a range of Water Group water infrastructure, policy and planning 

projects being delivered across the Murrumbidgee region.  

Chaired by: Peter Hansen 

Invited  

NSW DCCEEW: 

 Peter Hansen, Engagement Team, Water Group - meeting facilitator 

 Peter Hyde, Director Inland Water Planning, Water Group 

 Allan Raine, Director Planning Implementation, Water Group 

 Shahadat Chowdhury, Manager Water Allocations 

 Michelle Cavallaro, Director Reconnecting River Country Program, Water Group 

 Samantha McCallum, Director Murray-Darling Basin and Intergovernmental 

External stakeholders: 

 Murrumbidgee CAG members 

 WaterNSW 

Agenda items 

No. Description Responsible Timing Duration 

1 Apologies and Introductions  Peter Hansen 1pm 5 mins 

2 Defining CAG engagement with NSW DCCEEW   Peter Hansen 1.05pm 5 mins 

3 Water Allocations update Shahadat Chowdhury 1:10pm 20 mins 

3 

Murrumbidgee Regulated Water Sharing Plan 

Amendment update (SPAL for Wagga / trade 

with ACT),   

Peter Hyde  

(online) 
1.30pm 45 mins 
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No. Description Responsible Timing Duration 

4 

Murrumbidgee Unregulated Water Sharing 

Plan update, including prescribed wetlands 

and Minimum Inflows 

Peter Hyde 

(online) 
  

5 SDLAM new projects update - Murrumbidgee 
Samantha McCallum 

(online) 
2:15pm 15 mins 

6 
Reconnecting River Country Program update – 

Murrumbidgee Project / LNS update 
Michelle Cavallaro (online) 2:30pm 45 mins 

7 Update on Pre-requisite Policy Measures (PPM) 

Allan Raine / Rebecca 

Chapman 

(online) 

3:15pm 30 mins 

8 Forward looking calendar 25/26 Peter Hansen 3:45pm 15 min 

9 Community discussion and feedback session Peter Hansen 4:00pm 30min 

10 Next steps and wrap-up Peter Hansen 4:30pm Close 
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Meeting actions 

Action Response 

What is the definition of a RAMSAR 
wetland? 

Answer provided in the meeting. 

Wetlands are areas of land that are wet by surface 
water or groundwater, or both, for long enough periods 
that the plants and animals in them are adapted to, 
and depend on, moist conditions for at least part of 
their lifecycle. They include areas that are inundated 
cyclically, intermittently or permanently with fresh, 
brackish or saline water, which is generally still or slow 
moving except in distributary channels such as tidal 
creeks which may have higher peak flows. Examples of 
wetlands include lakes, lagoons, estuaries, rivers, 
floodplains, swamps, bogs, billabongs, marshes, coral 
reefs and seagrass beds.  

Definition from: NSW Wetlands Policy, Environment 
and Heritage 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/wet
lands/protecting-wetlands/nsw-wetlands-policy  

Update on stock and domestic review 
(Jeff King) 

Information on the stock and domestic rights review 
can be found on the Water website. 

The stock and domestic rights review, What we heard 
report August 2025, is available from this webpage. 

https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/our-work/licensing-and-
approvals/basic-landholder-rights/domestic-and-
stock-rights  

Carryover water or high security - at the 
end of the season, which comes first? 

Allocated volumes to all categories are secured before 
a new allocation is made. Hence, both water in high 
security and carry over categories remain secure.  

Snowy Deed review - how long will the 
review take? 

The Snowy Water Inquiry Outcomes Implementation 
Deed (SWIOID) review is a Commonwealth program 
that is scheduled to be completed by August 2026.  

More information is available on their website:  
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https://www.dcceew.gov.au/water/policy/programs/wa
ter-reform/improving-health-upper-
murrumbidgee/deed 

Provide RRCP website link Reconnecting River Country Program | NSW 
Government Water 

https://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/water/our-work/water-
infrastructure-nsw/sdlam/reconnecting-river-country-
program   

 


