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Murray Lower-Darling CAG – August 2025 

Held: Tuesday 19 August 2025 – 1pm to 4:30pm (approximate timings) 

At: Deniliquin RSL Club - 72 End Street, Deniliquin, New South Wales, 2710 

Meeting focus: provide updates on a range of Water Group water infrastructure, policy and planning 

projects being delivered across the Murray Lower-Darling region or statewide. 

Chaired by: Peter Hansen 

Invited  

NSW DCCEEW: 

Peter Hansen, Engagement Team, Water Group - meeting facilitator 

Allan Raine, Director Planning Implementation, Water Group 

Shahadat Chowdhury, Manager Water Allocations 

Michael Scotland, Manager Policy Reconnecting River Country Program 

Bec Cooper, Manager Strategic Operations, Reconnecting River Country Program 

Kristanne Andersen, Director Regional Water Strategies 

 

External stakeholders: 

Murray Lower-Darling CAG members 

WaterNSW 

Agenda items 

No. Description Responsible Timing Duration 

1 Apologies and Introductions  Peter Hansen 1pm 5 min 

2 Defining CAG engagement with NSW DCCEEW   Peter Hansen 1:05pm 10 min 

3 Recap from Murray Forum 
Peter Hansen / Sally 

Dye 
1:15pm 15min 
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No. Description Responsible Timing Duration 

4 Water Allocations update 
Shahadat 

Chowdhury 
1:30pm 30 min 

5 
Reconnecting River Country Program - Murray 

Region Update 
Bec Cooper (online) 2:00pm 45 mins 

6 Landholder Negotiation Scheme update 
Michael Scotland  

(online) 
2:25pm  

7 North-South connectivity trial 
Allan Raine 

(online) 
2:45pm 30 min 

8 Regional Water Strategy update 
Kristanne Andersen 

(online) 
       3:15pm 30 min 

9 Forward looking calendar 25/26 Peter Hansen 3:45pm 10 min 

10 Community discussion and feedback session Peter Hansen 3:55pm 35 min 

11 Next steps and wrap-Up Peter Hansen 4:30pm Close 
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Meeting actions 

Action Response   

Send Murray Forum webpage link to CAG 
members 

Done - https://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/water/our-work/plans-
and-strategies/water-sharing-plans/regional-forums  

Request to hold a meeting on Murray SDLAM, 
RRCP and LNS 

The Murray RCCP and LNS is on hold. When scoping work 
does commence the Department will hold a series of 
meetings. 

Is there a penalty on overuse of high security 
water? 

In the context of 'overuse' meaning taking more water 
than is allocated , this is an offence for any access licence 
under S60C of the Water Management Act: Taking water 
for which there is no, or insufficient, water allocation.  

More information: Water Management Act 2000 No 92 - 
NSW Legislation 

Fact sheet: Offences and penalties 

One thing to note is that in the water hierarchy, the 
following applies:  

For the purposes of this Act, the following priorities are to 
be observed in relation to access licences— 
(a)  local water utility access licences, major utility access 
licences and domestic and stock access licences have 
priority over all other access licences, 
(b)  regulated river (high security) access licences have 
priority over all other access licences (other than those 
referred to in paragraph (a)), 
(c)  access licences (other than those referred to in 
paragraphs (a), (b) and (d)) have priority between 
themselves as prescribed by the regulations, 
(d)  supplementary water access licences have priority 
below all other licences.   

Pursuing the relevance of ADF (additional 
dilution flows) through the MBBA-led review 
of Menindee operations 

An assessment of the ongoing relevance of ADF will form 
part of the MDBA led review of Menindee Operations. The 
ADF forms part of the MDB Agreement, so any change will 
require approval from Victoria and South Australia. 

What is the dead storage in Wetherell and 
Pamamaroo and other Menindee lakes? 

Still being assessed. 

Are individual landholders who are 
compensated going through the 
infrastructure SDLAM accelerated program, 
they will be equally able to access 

Yes. This was answered during the meeting. 
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compensation through the Reconnecting 
River Countries program? 

If the actual flood extent is beyond what the 
easement area is. Does that void the easement, 
or is there further compensation?  

The environmental water releases proposed under the 
Reconnecting River Country Program’s Murrumbidgee 
Project are below minor flood levels in most areas of the 
catchment. When determining the volume and timing of 
environmental water releases, there are several layers of 
risk management in decision-making, most of which are 
established practices in river operations.  

The easement terms for the Reconnecting River Country 
Program include an upper flow limit of 40,000ML/day at 
Wagga Wagga with a buffer of 5,000ML/day above this 
limit. This buffer is not a target for environmental water 
releases; it exists to manage risks such as unexpected 
rainfall or tributary inflows during planned releases. 
Landholders are compensated for inundation up to and 
including this buffer as part of the easement acquisition. 

To minimise the risk of exceeding easement terms, the 
program is implementing multiple risk mitigation measures 
ahead of higher environmental flow releases, including: 

 updated river operator procedures  

 an enhanced flow notification system  

 improved weather monitoring and forecasting.  

River operators will use this information to determine the 
volume and timing of environmental water releases. In the 
unlikely event that an environmental flow release exceeds 
the upper flow limit and buffer, the situation will be 
assessed on a case-by -case basis to understand the cause 
and determine any further required actions.  

The program acknowledges landholder concerns about 
potential damages from proposed environmental flows 
that may exceed the upper flow limit and buffer. In 
response, the program is actively exploring options to 
address and mitigate these concerns. 

Where does the 80 cents cost benefit come 
from in the RCCP/LNS presentation? 

The 80% figure in the presentation at the August 2025 
Community Advisory Group meeting referred to the level 
of landholder support for the 32,000ML/day flow option 
from the Murrumbidgee Final Business Case. 

The figure came from a flow sentiment survey of 130 
affected landholders in the project area, focused on the 
proposed flow limit options and mitigation measures.   
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How is the department working through the 
current water market reforms? How will it impact 
on going forward? 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/water/policy/markets/reform  

The Department is actively engaged in the implementation 
phase of the Commonwealth’s Water Market Reform 
Roadmap. This document provides a comprehensive 
summary of progress to date and outlines current 
initiatives and likely implementation timelines for 
outstanding reforms: 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/
implementation-water-market-reform-roadmap-3-years-
on.pdf (Implementation Progress) 

NSW DCCEEW remains committed to the implementation 
of the roadmap and is endeavouring to provide increased 
transparency and standardisation of trade data collection 
and reporting while minimising as much as possible 
impacts on water users’ current trade practices and 
processes. The Department is working closely with 
WaterNSW and the Commonwealth agencies throughout 
the implementation phase to ensure the reforms are 
practical and effective for all NSW water market 
participants.  

Trade rules and trade application processes within NSW 
remain a NSW government regulatory responsibility and 
market participants will be notified via the usual channels 
(such as the CAG forums) of any potential changes to 
water resource management in their water sources of 
interest. 
 

Update on the proposed under-use survey. Survey questions being drafted for review with DCCEEW  

What is the definition of a RAMSAR wetland? 
Where is this definition sourced? 

Wetlands are areas of land that are wet by surface water 
or groundwater, or both, for long enough periods that the 
plants and animals in them are adapted to, and depend on, 
moist conditions for at least part of their lifecycle. They 
include areas that are inundated cyclically, intermittently 
or permanently with fresh, brackish or saline water, which 
is generally still or slow moving except in distributary 
channels such as tidal creeks which may have higher peak 
flows. Examples of wetlands include lakes, lagoons, 
estuaries, rivers, floodplains, swamps, bogs, billabongs, 
marshes, coral reefs and seagrass beds.  

Definition from: NSW Wetlands Policy | Wetlands | 
Environment and Heritage 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/wetland
s/protecting-wetlands/nsw-wetlands-policy  

 


