
Water Allocation –Murrumbidgee

WNSW CAG -Murrumbidgee Griffith
20 August 2025

Dr Shahadat Chowdhury
Manager, Water Allocation Unit
Water Group

NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water



Water Allocation –reg rivers
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Surplus = Current Storage + Future Inflow 

–Commitments  – Overhead

• Surplus is allocated away in priority order.

• Allocations are based on low risk. Assumes dry 
outlook: low future inflow, high overhead.

• Assessed monthly. Surplus when inflow is higher 
and/or delivery loss is lower than budgeted.  

• Priorities and accounting rules are given in the 
water sharing plan. Little discretion.

• Allocated water is owned by the licence holders.
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Last Allocation Statement
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Allocation to date 19%, GS balance now 35%
Average carry over 16% (0% ~ 30%)

Licence category 
Increment 

(ML/unit share) 
 

Total 2025–26 

(ML/unit share) 

Coleambally Irrigation (conveyance) 0  0.8585  

Murrumbidgee Irrigation (conveyance) 0.0091  0.6614  

Regulated river (conveyance) 0.04  0.19  

Regulated river (general security) 0.04  0.19  



Low Allocation
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2025202420232022202120202019Year

35158166819281409487186Jan to Jul (GL)
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Disclaimer: Statistical 
outlook not a forecast!

1 Feb 20261 Oct 2025Repeat of historical inflow 
conditions

19%19%Pre 2004 minimum

25%24%Very dry (90% Exceedance)

30%28%Dry (75% Exceedance)

42%36%Median (50% Exceedance)



Continuous statement improvement

Murray LD Customer Advisory Group
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 Continuously refining content in statements –feedbacks 
welcome

 Table showing current storage volume and a/c balances 
 Reducing discretion and more objective determinations
 Second year reserve from December
 Plain language plan rules, useful links, HEW balance, 

informative notes, table of this year’s allocation
 Inflow forecast from BOM
 Not ceasing allocation statements post full allocation, 

moving into monthly frequency instead



Water Allocation Dashboard

Find allocation history:

https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-
availability/allocations/allocations-dashboard

Find dashboards on:

Share components

Usage

Utilisation

Trade
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Water Allocation –our website

Visit here for regular statements:
https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-
availability/allocations/water-allocation-statements

Sign up for updates

Read methodology guides 
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